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What does Geography learning look like within the Federation?

Our aim and curriculum:

Our curriculum is specialised and designed to inspire our students to see Geography as an
experience, not just as a lesson. We aim to ensure the children are offered opportunities to
explore key concepts in a practical and memorable way. We place importance on allowing the
children to explore place and environment, taking into account our local area all the way to
worldwide studies. Our curriculum allows us to learn in a hands-on and experiential way, creating
memorable experiences and lifelong learning opportunities. Through doing this, children learn a
variety of geographical skills such as map reading, statistical analysis and effects on people and
cultures. Therefore, allowing children to build on previous knowledge, make connections and
develop their skills throughout their journey with us.

Teaching and Learning in Geography

We aim to deliver an enriched, engaging curriculum full of new skills, developed concepts and
new material to ensure children are given every opportunity to explore each topic and skill.
Within this lesson, teaching allows our children becoming geographers with a thirst for
knowledge. Our teaching takes into account the ability, aptitude, physical, emotional and
intellectual needs of our children.

In each key stage, children are given the opportunity to explore geographical areas including our
own local area and those in the surrounding areas. Children are encouraged to make links
between other subjects such as science and English to consolidate and refine understanding. We
encourage visitors to come into the school to discuss geographical concepts and cultures. As a
school we recognise and place a high emphasis on the wonder that is our world and why our
place within it is so important and special.

Using an enquiry-based teaching style; children’s minds are opened up and allowed to explore
guestions relating to place and environment in increasing detail as the year’s progress. Children
are asked to revisit previous learning, ensuring that information is retained and understood in a
singular and wider geographical context.

This enquiry-based approach allows us to cater for the needs of all students within our school,
offering them exciting and memorable experiences that build a foundation for knowledge and
skill development. When setting tasks, we ensure that they are common tasks with open-ended
responses, allowing each child to interpret and achieve in their own right. Resources are provided
for children to support their level of learning and complexity. Most importantly, our staff are
supportive and able to guide our children to understand concepts whilst still allowing them the
independence to draw their own geographical conclusions.

Assessment and Recording

From year 2 upwards, each child has an individual workbook to record their work in. This book
should maintain teacher expectations and be kept neat and orderly to reflect the attitudes of the
children. Each lesson should have the date for the day and a learning intention which is designed
to highlight the learning outcome intended, not the activity allowing children to have an
understanding of the concepts being covered in the lesson. Offering experiential learning means




that recording of evidence will be more than the recording of key information, but a reflection on
the learning journey the children have taken throughout the year. Early Years and Year 1 also
explore Geography through a hands-on approach and record their learning via big books to
highlight the experiential nature of the curriculum we offer.

Our aim is to build confident, independent geographers. Therefore, we encourage the children to
take part in an end of unit quiz for each geography topic. This is a low stakes quiz which covers
information not only from this topic but previous topics too. Children are encouraged to apply
their knowledge first and then use a knowledge organiser to find and retrieve information they
have not yet retained. This allows children to be aware of what they know, what they still need to
learn and also where to find information and guides the assessment of Geography for teachers.

Geography Curriculum Planning
Within the federation, we aim to give all children equal opportunities to grow as learners and as
individuals by using experiential learning methods and engaging activities. Therefore, activities
that are chosen are relevant to each specific class and aim to create memorable learning
experiences that children can use as a platform for academic success. Children are encouraged to
be independent and have creativity when applying their learning to their work. We aim to make
our curriculum specialist through the use of outdoor areas, the local area, field trips and area
studies. Activities could include:

- Role play

- Field studies

- Trips off site to visit local and wider ranging locations

- Map work and atlas studies

- Case studies and comparisons

- Local Area studies and utilisation of environment

- Research using internet

- Non-fiction books used for research or comparisons

Whilst teachers have guidance in the form of the yearly overview and plan using the curriculum a
medium-term plan, activities and teaching styles are encouraged to differ and meet the needs of
the individual class. Our medium-term plans ensure that content and skills are covered and
developed throughout the year groups and provide challenge for all pupils. Teachers are
encouraged to provide experiential learning opportunities that engage, enrich and encourage the
children to view Geography as a high-profile subject.

Resources

Within the federation, we value a wide range of resources and use them thoroughly to support
learning and teaching of Geography. We make good use of our text books and interactive boards
to provide internet links and live visuals of geographical events. We invite people with a
particular area of expertise or interest to meet with the children and share their passion. We also
encourage teachers to be pro-active with the environment we are lucky to have by taking the
children on local walks, visiting local sites or even booking a visit to a location further afield.




Geography Enquiry Question Roadmap

EYFS

EYFS begin the geographical journey by using their Understanding the Wider World goals to initiate
meaningful and geographical based conversations in the following topics and complete a range of

provision based activities using this (see EYFS folder).

Knowledge Unit

The World and My School

1term

Fieldwork Unit 1

Our Local Park

1term

Our School Grounds

Fieldwork Unit 2

1term

Year 2 My Local Area and Tulum Mexico

Weather and Climate

2 terms 1term
Year 3 The United Kingdom Land Use
2 terms 1term

My Region and Campania, Italy

2 terms

Weather and Climate

Local Study Unit

Volcanoes and Earthquakes

Biomes + Ecosystems

2 terms

2 terms 1term

My Region and the North Region Rivers
of Brazil

1term
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Adaptive teaching

Adaptive teaching is embedded in our History curriculum. Below are some adaptions teachers may include
in their lesson delivery.
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Geography End of Key Stage Endpoints

Work likely | Early Years Key Stage | Key Stage 2
in...
Location éble to describe their Able to follow simple Able 1o use B compass podnis
Knowledge immediote environment wing | dyections wsing ‘up. down, | confidently and accurately
knowledge from ohservation. | frwords and backwards | Able to use b=figure coordinates
"L"I:”"T;"E““:'lﬂ* o= Able to deseribe directions | to locate features on a map.
Jcston and maps. Using & main comgass Begin to understand the use of
whaot this rr|.igh.1 ook like in |‘.'|'I:ILI'|15-\. Imgtude ard katitude on a g
proctise
Honds on experiences
visiting locol area
#  [Drow information from o
smple mop.
Place Able to describe their Able to make simple Able To locate and name the
Knowledge immediate environment wing | comparisons between counties of the UK.
knowledge from observation, | njares wsing Able to locate and name some of
E;?if;’:;ﬂ“* s photos/pictures ele. the copital cities of Europe.
Vihat this might ook e in Able to identify the 7 Able 16 eormpare the physical
practise continents with confidence. | and human features of three
e Able to talk ohout where | ABlE to find and name the | locations across the workd.
they live and name some | 3 ©CRONS 0N 0 Map. Abde 1o compare continents from
geogrophical fectures ie. | Able to recall the countries | around the globe and identify
park. schoal, shop of the UK afnd their similarities and differences in
To begin to become fomskor surrounding seas. their geographical features,
with the wider world Able to locate and explain our
local anea.
Physical Able to understand some Able to decuss climate Able 1o moke compansons

important processes and

changes in the natwral world

around them, including the

seasons and changing states

of matter.

Whot this maght kook like in

practise

#«  Able bo moke simple
comparisons about
fictional ploces and Eheir
owm lives.

=  Ahle to identify seosonal
and daily wenther
chonges os they hoppon.

rones in relation to the
o life.

Able to rmake simple
comparisons about elimate
with other ploces.

Able to diciiss SEas0ns
and weather patterns with
confidence.

between different climate zomes
based om kocation.

Abde 1o disewss the importance of
blomes and vegetation belts
within land use.

Able to understand the features
of rivers, mountams and
woleanses and their Impact on
physical geograpiu.

Able to diseuss the impacts of
voleanoes and earthquakes on
local areas and civilisations.
Abbe to dentifiy and explain the
water cycle [cross link to Science
Wi

Able o know some
similarities and differences
between different religious
and cultural communities in
this counbry. drawing on their
experiences and what hos
been read in class.

Whot this might koeok like in
proctise

Eegin to understand the
difference between the lives of
themselves and other people
iLe. homes, celebrations

Able to dentify the hurian
features of the local area
through use of pictiures,
feldaork and mapwork.

Abbe to dentify different uses of
land and how settlernents are
developed.

Abde 1o disewss the importance of
trade links and economic activity
within settlernerits.

abde 1o explain the significance
of landmarks aeress Europe.




Early Years Key Stage | Key Stage 2

Communicate | Able to use simple Able to ask simple Abde 1o suggest appropeiote

ographic directional lamnguage. geographical questions questions o lead an

ge ally Able to werbalise Make appropriabe inwvestigationm.
obserwations on their local | observations about why Able 1o investigate places with
e things hapgen higher levels of detail and make
Able to make sirmple Able to make simple COFparsons, using data to
verbalized comparisons explanations aboul place suppoft.
between places. and location able o colleet and record
bble to ask guestions about evidence without support and
places. present this in relation to an

endquiny question.

Able 1o confidently analkyse and
reflect on evidence and drow
reasonable conelusions based on
this.

Fieldwork fible to use the local area Able to follow a simple Able 1o independently follow a
to make links to the wider route around the local short rowte on an 05 map.
waorld {forrm visits, area A B, Able to describe the features
walks ete.) Able to discuss charges represented on an 05 map within

and improvements they their fleldwaork.

would make to the local Able o use drown maps with

area based on land use. confidence, making reference to
scale and distance.

Mop Skills Able to create a simple Able to follow routes usimg | Able fo wse and recognise O5
gtory map wsing well known | a map rnap symbols and atlos symbols.
gliories. Able to draw a map of a Able 1o drow maps with

real or imaginany place inereasing complexity and use
Begin to draw maps based | with appropriate scale and | these within fieldwork.
of Story settigs. distance wse, Able 1o locate places on a world
able to entify a key on FrIcp.
rap and make thelr awn Able o read atlos presentations
key as a class. o find features of different places
Able to use an infant atlas | (Mountains, weather patterns,
with direction from an land use ete).
aduli.
Key Skill Explanatory Motes
Map Skills a. Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate
countries and describe features studied
b. use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references,
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider waorld
Fleldwork 4. use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and
physical features in the local area using a range of methods. including
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies
Communicate a. collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered
geographically through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of
geographical processes
b. interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including
maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical
Information Systems (GIS)
€. communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including
through maps. numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
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